The Last Review

“I shall never surrender. . . . Who will join me in Mexico?”


-----Gen. JO Shelby, June, 1865



near Chatfield, Texas
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 For a brief moment, the spotlight of history fell on a place where the pines of East Texas give way to the prairies of Central Texas.  Only a few miles from the west bank of the Trinity River, close to the village of Chatfield, the War Between the States came to an end.  

     On the morning of June 2, 1865, Maj. Gen. J. O. (Jo) Shelby reviewed his famed “Iron Division” of Missouri Cavalry for the final time before disbanding them.  This was now the only organized unit of the Confederate Army remaining in any of the Confederate States.  They had held out to the very last --- almost two full months after Gen. Lee had surrendered at Appomattox.  Now with the complete collapse of the Confederacy, even Shelby knew they could not go on.  

     He assembled his men for the last time in a review --- a military ceremony of parade drill, inspection, and speeches –The Last Review of the Confederacy.  After recounting their many adventures, Shelby told them, “I shall never surrender; I shall go to Mexico!”  Standing in the stirrups, he asked, “Who will join me in Mexico?”  Hundreds cried out that they would follow him.

     The 1960’s era John Wayne movie, “The Undefeated,” is loosely based on the Shelby adventure in Mexico.

Battle of Hodge Oaks Plantation

     The annual Battle of Hodge Oaks Plantation, sponsored by the William Henry Parsons Camp #415, Sons of Confederate Veterans, is a War Between the States re-enactment held every spring at Chatfield on a portion of an original ante-bellum plantation founded by Capt. Robert Hodge.  Spectators will see re-enactors portraying both Union and Confederate soldiers, as well as civilians.

Come and live the history of that era!

Feel the ground shake from the           thundering cavalry charges!

                 Smell the smoke!

                      Hear the cannons roar!
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(GENERAL JOSEPH ORVILLE “JO” SHELBY (1830-1897) LED A CAVALRY
FORCE OF MISSOURIANS KNOWN AS THE IRON BRIGADE AND LATER,
THE IRON DIVISION. FROM 1861-64, HIS TROOPS RODE WITH
GENERALS THOMAS C. HINDMAN, JOHN S. MARMADUKE AND
STERLING PRICE IN MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS. DURING THIS TIME,
SHELBY EARNED PRAISE FOR HIS COMMAND.

SHELBY AND HIS MEN WINTERED IN TEXAS IN 1864-65. IN THE
SPRING, WHEN WORD OF CONFEDERATE SURRENDERS IN THE EAST
REACHED HIM, HE WAS ORDERED TO LEAD HIS MEN TO SHREVEPORT,
LOUISIANA, TO SURRENDER. INSTEAD, THEY PLANNED AN ATTACK ON
THE CITY TO PREVENT COLLAPSE OF THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI
CONFEDERACY. WAYLAID BY SEVERE WEATHER, THEY DECIDED TO GO
TO MEXICO.

SHELBY'S SOLDIERS STOPPED ALONG THE BANKS OF CHAMBERS
CREEK, SOUTH OF CHATFIELD. NEAR HERE, THEY MADE THEIR LAST
BIVOUAC AS A CONFEDERATE UNIT. THE NEXT MORNING, JUNE 2,
1865, THE TROOPS LINED UP FOR ASSEMBLY AND HELD WHAT HAS
BEEN CALLED “THE LAST REVIEW OF THE CONFEDERACY.” BY THAT
TIME, THEY WERE THE LAST ORGANIZED UNIT IN ANY CONFEDERATE
STATE. FOLLOWING THE REVIEW OF HIS TROOPS, SHELBY DELIVERED
HIS FAREWELL, THEN ASKED HIS MEN TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO
MEXICO. HUNDREDS REPORTEDLY ANSWERED HIS CALL. THE NEXT
WEEK, WHILE HIS MEN GATHERED SUPPLIES FROM NEARBY
CORSICANA, SHELBY VISITED THE HODGE OAKS PLANTATION OF CAPT.
ROBERT HODGE AT CHATFIELD. ONCE PREPARED, THE TROOPS LEFT
FOR MEXICO, WHERE THEIR OFFER OF MILITARY SERVICE TO EMPEROR

MAXIMILIAN WAS DIPLOMATICALLY REJECTED. THE MEN WERE
'OFFERED LAND, THOUGH, AND MANY, INCLUDING SHELBY, STAYED.

IN 1867, SHELBY RETURNED TO MISSOURI, WHERE HE FARMED AND
SERVED AS U.S. MARSHAL. HIS DEDICATION IS CELEBRATED. THERE, AS
WELL AS IN TEXAS.
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	This Living History Weekend will feature the battle re-enactment as well as the re-creation of Shelby’s Last Review of the Confederacy.




Living History

     Texas sent over 90,000 of her sons to fight for the Confederacy.  For the people at home, great hardships were endured, but they went on with life as best they could.

     See how people in the Lone Star State lived during the War.
[image: image4.jpg]



     See soldier encampments and how fighting men of the 1860’s lived.
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     Make reservations for a real Confederate Ball and dance away the night like Scarlet O’Hara!
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	Many sites relating to the War are in the area. Visit Pioneer Village, a museum of Civil War buildings and the Pearce Civil War Documents Collection at Navarro College, both in Corsicana; and the Ellis County Museum in Waxahachie.


 Schedule of Events (Partial)

Friday, Saturday, & Sunday

April 30 – May 2, 2004

Friday, 9:00 A.M. – Midnight



Soldiers Camps Open 

Friday, 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.



School Tours

Saturday,  9:00 A.M.



Gates Open to the Public

Saturday,  9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.

Living History – Civilian and Military Activities

Saturday,  2:00 P.M.



Battle of Hodge Oaks Plantation

Saturday,  3:00 P.M.



Shelby’s Last Review

Saturday, 6:30 P.M. – 11:00 P.M.



Banquet and Confederate Ball

(Reservations Required – Dinner                     served at 6:30 sharp)

Sunday, 9:00 A.M.



Gates Open to the Public

Sunday, 9:00 A.M.



Living History – Civilian and 



Military Activities

Sunday, 1:00 P.M.



Battle of Hodge Oaks Plantation

Sunday, 2:00 P.M.



Gates Close to the Public

(Times subject to change; please inquire in advance)
[image: image7.jpg]



The Chatfield site of the Last Review of the Confederacy and the Battle of Hodge Oaks Plantation is about mid-way between Ennis and Corsicana off of I-45.  Exit the interstate highway on FM 1603 and proceed east five miles.  Dallas is approximately 55 miles north; Tyler 70 miles to the east; Waco 65 miles to the southwest

For More information, Contact:

William H. Parsons Camp #415

P. O. Box 26

Chatfield, Texas  75105

(903) 345-2223

(903) 654-2066

e-mail:  jrtinker@airmail.net
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A Living History Weekend

Chatfield, Texas

April 30 – May 2, 2004
